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Tarb I e Arts Center 
Newsletter --Dec. 1991/Jan. 1992 
EXHIBITIONS 
SPIRITED VISIONS: PORTRAITS OF CHICAGO ARTISTS 
-- through January 5, Main Galleries 
II 
This remarkable exhibition is, to some extent, two exhibitions in one. 
Conceived by Chicago artist Patty Carroll as a means to present portraits of 
Chicago artists in a visual context, she set about to make collaborative 
photographic portraits which in some way reflect each artist's aesthetic. 
The result was forty-three portraits that simultaneously portray the artist but 
portray their art as well in the way the portrait sitting was staged. These 
photographic works serve as the organizing element of the exhibition. In 
addition to the portraits, each artist is represented by one of his or her 
original works. This part of the exhibition serves as a small survey of noted 
Chicago artists, especially those of the Chicago Imagists group. The 
combination of the Carroll portrait with the artist's work creates a 
resonance, as Carroll put it, or a dynamic tension that would not be present 
when viewing only the photographs or only the other works included in the 
exh~~~n. • 
The artists portrayed and represented include Don Baum, Phyllis Bramson, 
Roger Brown, Ruth Duckworth, Richard Hunt, Mr. Imagination, Gladys 
Nilsson, Jim Nutt, Ed Paschke, Ed Shay, Hollis Sigler, and Barry Tinsley, to 
name only a few. This exhibition was curated by Debora Duez Donato of 
the State of Illinois Art Gallery, and is being circulated by the Illinois Arts 
Council, a state agency, with support from the National Endowment for the 
Arts, a federal agency. Spirited Visions is also a book, with text by Chicago 
critic James Yood, and is available in the Tarble Gift Shop. The book is 
published by the University of Illinois Press. 
AMERICAN SCENE PRINTS FROM THE COLLECTION 
--December 13- January 26, Brainard Gallery 
American Scene was an art movement which developed in the early 1930s 
and lasted about ten years. Unlike Modern art movements of the period 
which stressed the development of specific compositional styles and 
approaches (formalism), art of the American Scene stressed the use of 
American themes done in various styles of realism. Best known of the 
American Scene artists are the Regionalists: Grant Wood, Thomas Hart 
Benton, and John Steuart Curry. Their art was primarily about rural life and 
folklore of. the Midwest, and rarely addressed themes related to the 
Depression and social strife of the era. In addition to the Regionalists were 
the Urban Realists, including Raphael Soyer, who depicted life in the cities; 
the Sociai·Realists, like William Gropper, who sought to invoke social 
change through their art; and a host of other artists who were not so 
specifically categorized. Many American Scene art works were produced 
under the auspices of various Federal New Deal projects designed as artist 
relief programs. Although well known artists like Wood and Seyer were 
employed through these Federal programs, most artists were not as well 
known and many remain anonymous. Benton, Curry, Wood, Soyer, and 
Gropper are represented in the collection. Other notable artists of the 
period included are Rockwell Kent, Adolph Dehn, Fletcher Martin, Howard 
Cook, Frederico Castellon, and Stow Wengenroth, with twenty-three prints 
in all. An illustrated catalogue raisonne on the collection, with information 
about each of the artists and the prints, is being developed in conjunction 
with the exhibition. 
Many of the lithographs and etchings were acquired from Associated 
American Artists (AAA). Still a going concern, the AAA was founded in 
1934 with the express purpose of making original art of high quality 
available to everyone by selling works in department stores and by mail-
order. About one-fourth of the collection's American Scene prints were 
produced through the Federal Art Projects (circa 1933-43), including the 
only two color pieces. Many of these prints were collected under the 
direction of Mildred Whiting, the first head of the Art program at Eastern. 
John Brown, the most noted piece of the Tarble's the American Scene 
collection, was donated by the late EIU president Quincy Doudna. In some 
cases how the prints were obtained is not known. And some of the prints 
have only recently been rediscovered, with other works listed on old 
inventories still missing. 
LASTING IMPRESSIONS: THE DRAWINGS OF THOMAS HART 
BENTON 
-- January 11 - March 1, Main Galleries 
This exhibition presents sixty-six works selected from the Thomas Hart 
Benton and Rita P. Benton Trusts by Henry Adams, the Samuel Sosland 
Curator of American Art at the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art. Circulated by 
Smith/Kramer Fine Arts, the exhibition is on a national tour. Every phase of 
Benton's long and often turbulent career is represented, including studies 
for major mural projects and oil paintings. The exhibition not only shows the 
breadth of Benton's subject matter, but provides insights to his workings as 
an artist. Making up the exhibition are pencil drawings, value studies, pen 
and inks, watercolors, and even composition studies in a Cubist style! As is 
to be expected, many works are of the Midwest, but there are character and 
figure studies as well. 
A Missouri native, Benton studied at the Art Institute of Chicago and the 
Academie Julian in Paris. Up until about 1920 he dabbled in various 
Modernist idioms before developing his recognized form of stylized realism. 
With his mature style came a definite focus on American scenes and 
folklore as subject matter and a total rejection of Modernism. An effective 
writer and speaker as well as visual artist, Benton campaigned for an 
"American" art free of the influences of European Modernism. His activity 
contributed to the development of the American Scene art movement. 
Although his art was deemed chauvinistic and isolationist by many critics, 
Benton developed a popular following, and was portrayed on the cover of 
Time magazine in 1934. It was about this same time that Benton became 
associated with Grant Wood· (from Iowa) and John Steuart Curry (from 
Kansas) as the Regionalists. Through their art these three artists lauded 
Midwestern life and virtues, and for the most part ignored the economic and 
social chaos caused by the Great Depression. The American Scene 
movement ended in the mid-1940s, and Wood and Curry died before the 
end of the decade. Even though Abstract Expressionism and _other 
developments based on Modernism became the critically accepted painting 
styles well into the 1960s, Benton never changed his style and remained 
active until his death in 1975. 
EVENTS 
POETRY READING: DAVID CLEWELL 
-- December 4, 4pm, Main Galleries 
Sponsored by the EIU English Department, David Clewell will read from his 
own works. Clewell is on the faculty of Webster University in St. Louis. His 
book Blessings in Disguise (Viking Press) was a 1990 National Poetry 
Series Award winner. 
FIFTH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS SALE 
-- December 6-8, Brainard Gallery & Sales/Rental Gallery 
The annual Christmas sale returns with many wonderful, unique art and 
craft works by area artists available for sale. As usual there will be both two 
and three dimensional works, and items in every price range. This event is 
coordinated for the EIU Art Department by Ernie and Debbie Whitworth, 
who are also the volunteer coordinators of the Tarble Gift Shop. Proceeds 
from purchases made in the Brainard Gallery go to Art Department 
T 
scholarships. Proceeds from purchases in the Gift Shop go toward Tarble 
programs. Please note that Tarble member discounts are available only for 
purchases made in the Gift Shop. SALE HOURS: 10am-5pm December 6 
(Friday), 10am-4pm December 7 {Saturday), and 1-4pm December 8 
{Sunday). 
KEYBOARD RECITAL: THE STUDENTS OF DAWN MILLER 
-- 2pm, December 7, Main Galleries 
FAMILY SAMPLER SUNDAY 
-- December 8, 2-4:00pm 
For children, the annual Family Sampler Sunday Christmas Gala will 
include three Christmas workshops organized and presented by students 
from Eastern's Illinois Art Education Association Student Chapter. Children 
may pick and choose which workshops to participate in, or participate in all 
three. First, children will design original iron-ons in a wearable art 
workshop. Participants in this project should bring either a plain 100% 
cotton sweatshirt or T-shirt. Next, children will enjoy making personalized 
Christmas buttons using paint, collage, and drawing materials. Those 
wanting to especially personalize their buttons should bring in a photo of 
themselves or their families to be cut up and placed on the button face. 
Finally, children will enjoy creating Christmas ornaments from fabric scraps 
and styrofoam balls to create the look and feel of a patchwork quilt. During 
Sunday's Family Sampler Sunday program, Eastern's Art Department will 
be conducting the 1991 Fifth Annual Christmas Art Sale in Tarble's 
Brainard Gallery. Generally, Family Sampler Sunday events are open to 
adults whether they come as part of a family or individually. However, 
children must be accompanied by adults. 
VIOLIN RECITAL: THE STUDENTS OF VESTA RUNDLE 
-- December 14, 2pm, Main Galleries 
DELTA KAPPA GAMMA SOCIETY: THE IMPACT OF THE ARTS ON 
SOCIETY 
-- December 15, 2-4pm, Brainard Gallery 
Education Curator Donna Meeks will address the Society as part of their 
December meeting. 
TARBLE TO CLOSE FOR CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEARS 
-- December 24, 25, 31 and January 1 the Tarble Arts Center will be closed. 
DOCENT MEETING 
--January 13, 10:00am- 12:00pm 
The first meeting of the new year begins with a slide lecture presented by 
guest lecturer Ms. Judith Pierson on Regionalist Art. Ms. Pierson has been 
conducting research for the Tarble Arts Center on its American Scene 
prints collection. After the lecture, tours will be given of Lasting 
Impressions: Drawings by Thomas Hart Benton and American Scene Prints 
from the Collection. Persons interested in becoming a docent are invited to 
attend the meeting. 
WINTER ART CLASSES 
--Registration Deadline: January 30, 5pm 
Members should expect the Winter Art Classes brochure in their mailboxes 
at the beginning of the new year. Art classes and workshops will be 
meeting February 1st through March 28th for children, and February 4th 
through March 31st for adults. For more information courses or to register 
by January 30th, please phone 581-ARTS (-2787). 
NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERS 
--October 15 - November 15 
Sustaining Patron 
Max E. & Miriam Tarble 
Mr. & Mrs. Earl E. Tarble 
Individual Patron 
Mrs. Nell Lanphier 
FROM THE CURATOR 
Well attended by area art teachers, the Art Teachers• Institute Day 1991, 
hosted by the Tarble on October 11, has had positive effects on the Tarble's 
Education Program on a number of levels. One positive outcome was the 
opportunity for me to meet several area art teachers for the first time; one 
from as far away as Shelbyville. With teacher input, positive decisions were 
made in terms of the continued development of the International Children's 
Exhibition, including adding several new schools to the participants' roster. 
In addition, the Art Enrichment Program, offered this year during •January 
and February 1992, is enjoying significant early registration with 165 Junior 
and Senior High students already pre-registered for the free program. 
Thomas Hart Benton was the longest lived of the triumvirate of Regionalist 
artists (Benton, Curry, and Wood). Well received in the late twenties and 
thirties, his work explored and mythologized the Midwest. Beginning 
January 22 through February 1, the Art Enrichment Program: Lasting 
Impressions is being presented in conjunction with Lasting Impressions: 
Drawings by Thomas Hart Benton (from the Benton Trusts). This 
exhibition provides a look at a wide range of Benton's preparatory and 
study drawings. Recognized for his paintings and murals, Benton also 
completed numerous lithographs. The program includes a tour of the 
exhibition and a studio project (matboard lithography), and is being offered 
free of charge to area Junior and Senior High Art teachers. The studio 
project for the 1992 program was developed in consultation with Denise 
Rehm-Mott, Associate Professor in the Art Department at Eastern. 
Professor Hehm-Mott teaches printmaking. Dates are still available in the 
program, and interested teachers should phone 581-ARTS (-2787) to 
register. 
On the other hand, the 1992 Fifth Grade Art Enrichment is rapidly filling. To 
date, 270 area fifth grade students are pre-registered to participate in the 
program during May 1992. With only four dates left in the program, 
interested fifth grade teachers should phone the Tarble to register. 
--Donna M. Meeks 
FROM THE DIRECTOR 
If you have not seen the exhibition Spirited Visions, I highly recommend that 
you do before it closes on January 5. Besides having some excellent works 
by major Chicago artists, the relationship set up between the photographs 
by Patty Carroll and the works by her artist/subjects is hard to describe but 
wonderful to see. The art of this exhibition is very "readable" on a variety of 
levels -- given this, plus the diversity of imagery and materials, Spirited 
Visions is an exhibition that can be enjoyed by everyone. 
My thanks goes to Patty Carroll, Spirited Visions curator Debora Duez 
Donato, critic/teacher Judith Russi Kirshner, and art historian Christin 
Mamiya for serving as panelists for the recently held Contemporary Art 
Symposium. The discussion proved informative and thought provoking, 
perhaps raising as many questions as it answered, true to the state of the 
visual arts today. I especially want to thank Janet Marquardt-Charry for 
helping organize the symposium, establishing the discussion topics, and 
serving as moderator. Scheduling for additional visiting artists and 
scholars, to appear during Spring Semester, will be announced soon. 
I also want to acknowledge the special research done by graduate student 
Judith Pierson in preparing the information on the catalogue raisonne of 
the permanent collection's American Scene prints. The catalogue simply 
would not have happen without Judy's research, and it has been a pleasure 
working with her. This catalogue has served as a catalyst in amassing 
much needed documentation for the collection's records about the art and 
the artists. Judy's was a tremendous undertaking to be done in a limited 
amount of time, but the resulting documentation has proved to be well worth 
her effort. In addition to documenting this aspect of the collection, the 
catalogue serves to make known what works are held by the Tarble and 
encourages study of the art from this very turbulent period in the 
development of American art. It is my intention that other aspects of the 
permanent collection receive similar attention and publication in the coming 
years. Anyone interested in serving as a volunteer researcher is invited to 
contact me; research subjects can range from folk arts to Paul T. Sargent to 
contemporary artists, or any other artist or period represented in the 
permanent collection. 
Finally, I want to express my sincere appreciation for the work done by Fred 
Trotter. A student worker, Fred has proved to be adaptable and resourceful 
as well as dependable. In his two and a half years at the Tarble Fred has 
served as computer programmer, exhibition installer, Gift Shop clerk, 
gallery attendant, and other roles too numerous to mention. I wish him well 
in his student teaching and his career. And I only hope that we haven't 
come to depend upon him too much! 
Happy holidays from the Tarble Arts Center staff. 
--Michael Watts 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Tarble Classes begin -- February 1 
Chamber Music Series: EIU Chamber Ensembles-- February 2, 3pm 
Family Sampler Sunday --February 9, 2:00-3:30 
Chamber Music Series: Timm Woodwind Quintet-- February 16, 3pm 
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General Information: 
Open Hours: Tuesday- Friday 10am- 5pm, Saturday 10am- 4pm, Sunday 1 - 4pm; Closed Mondays and holidays. Admission is free unless otherwise 
noted. For information or to schedule a group tour, telephone 217/581-ARTS(2787). The Tarble Arts Center is located on South Ninth Street at Cleveland 
Avenue, on the Eastern Illinois University campus. 
